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ORIGINAL LETTERS, 


7 the Rev, Mr. WYVILL, Lendal, Tork. 


Dear Sir, 
ROM a perfect Conviction of the Pro- 
| " priety of the Petition, I am anxious 
to ſee every Thing removed, that can draw 
down an Argument againſt it. Many Per- 
| ſons, of no mean Diſtinction, object to 
the Second Reſolution, as conveying a 
_ Ethreatning,”” attended with ſomething 
like « Hoſlility,** in caſe the Prayer ſhould 
not be granted. If I remember right, you 
exprefled a different Idea of the Matter 
when you honoured me with your Com- 
pany on Monday laſt; but as it is taken 
otherwiſe by ſome Perſons, it would, in my 
Opinion, be well to have this Objection re- 
moved, I am ſenũble that the Objection 
will be improved upon by the Enemies of 
the Petition, and I ſhould think myſelf 
wanting in Reſpect to your Patriotic Ser- 
vices, if. I dechned communicating the. 
above, in hopes that the Matter will be ſet 
right, by an explanatory Advertiſement. 
Jam, dear Sir, | 
Dur very affeflionate Servant, 


rn. 


4.) 
To Dr. HUNTER, Terk. 


- Burton-Hall, Jan. 7. 1780. 
Dear Sir, | " To 
1 Can with great Truth anſwer for myſelf, 
that my Views are ſtrictly, and ſolely 
Conſtitutional, I wiſh to ſee ſome Re- 
formation of great Public Abuſes pro- 
poſed ; I wiſh to ſee ſuch honeſt Propoſals, 
trom whatever Quarter they may come, ſup- 
ported with Decency and Temper, and by 
Means perfectly pacific, and conformable 
to Law and the Conſtitution. The Pe- 
tition lately agreed to by the County, aims 
at correcting an Abuſe, which I believe may 
well be conſidered as the root of almoſt all 
our Grievances. Nothing can be more 
| oppoſite to ſound Policy, as well as every 
| Idea of Morality, than adopting Corrup- 
tion as the Principle of Government. . B 
ſuch miſtaken Policy, the Wealth of the Na- 
tion, which ought to be applied to National 
Defence, is waſted in Donatives to worth- 
leſs Individuals, and when many of theſe 
Individuals are Members of that Houſe, 
from which the People expect Protection 
of their Liberties, the Integrity of the Houſe 
itſelf ſuffers ſome Diminution in the Pub- 
lic Eſtimation, and Diſreſpect of the Legi- 
{lature muſt then unavoidably take Place. 
So far as the Petition may affect the Fund of 
Corruption, I truſt, it will have the Appro- 


ä 
bation of rational Men of every Deſcription 
of Party in this County. I underſtand, in- 

deed, it is not the Petition which is objected 
to, but the apprehended Means of ſupporting 

it. Once more therefore, I beg Leave to 
aſſure you, Sir, that I have not a View which 
is not pacific, and agreeable to Law and the 
Conſtitution. If Gentlemen are hurt by 
the Term, Afociation ; I with ſome other 
leſs- offenſive Word were ſubſtituted in its 
Place. But all that is really meant, as far 
as J am acquainted with the Sentiments of 
the Committee, is to ſupport the Petition, 
by engaging not to vote for any Candidate 


for a Seat in Parliament at any future Elec- 
tion, who will not promiſe to ſupport the Re- 


forin requeſted by the Petition. After that 


Point is obtained, if the County ſhould apply 
to ſhorten the Duration of Parliaments, or 
get more County Members, the ſame Mode 
of Support will certainly be propoſed. 
Heads of an Aſſociation to that Effect 
were read at the previous Meeting, but 
withdrawn, to be more maturely conſi- 
dered. Probably that Paper may focn 
be publiſhed ; and it will, I hope, convince 
the World, that the propoſed Mode of ſup- 
porting the Petition, is as harmleſs and 
peaceable, as the Object of the Petition is 
deſirable; and in the preſent Criſis neceſ- 
ſary for the Welfare of our Country. 
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J cannot cloſe this long Letter, without 
returning you my beſt Thanks for the Op- 
portunity you have given me, to explain 
myſelf on this important Subject; I hope, 
to your Satisfaction, and particularly, to 
the Satisfaction of thoſe Gentlemen, who 
expreſſed to you their Diſapproval of the 
intended Atlociation, I have no Objections 
to the Communication of this Letter, her- | 
ever you think fit. 

IP; am, dear Sir, with great reſpe@, 
Your me/# obedient Servant, 
C. WI VIII.. 


— — — 


| Tv the Rev. Mr. WYVILL, Burten-Hall. 


York, Jan. 9, 1780, 
Dear Sir, i 

CCEPT my beſt Thanks for your 
obliging Letter, and though I am 
perfectly ſatisfied that the Second Reſolu- 
tion was meant, by all the Gentlemen con- 
_ cerned, to convey Sentiments very different 
from © Hoſtility,”” yet I cannot but la- 
ment that a different Interpretation con- 
tinucs to be put upon the Words by Per- 
ſons reſiding at a remote Diftance. To 
remove effectually ſuch a dangerous Im- 
preſſion, it would, in my bumble Opinion, 
be right, to inſert an explanatory Para- 

graph in the York Newſpapers, under the 
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Authority of the Committee. * An Af- 
ſociation upon Legal and Conſtitutional 
Grounds,” with one ſet of Men, means 
one Thing; with other Men, 1t has a dit- 
ferent Signification. Hence, it becomes 
abundantly neceſſary, that the Kingdom at 
large ſhould know Our Interpretation. I 
wiſh you all Manner of Succeſs in the good 
Work you have begun, and am happy to 
find, that many remote Counties intend to 
follow the laudable Example of the Free- 
holders of the County of York. | 
| Jam, dear Sir, 25 
| Tour very affefttionate Servant, 
N A. HUNTER. 


To the Rev. Mr. WYVILL, Tork-Tavern,* 


Tork, an, 19, deer 

Dear Sir, i 
Have read with great Satisfaction a Pa- 
ragraph in the Vork Chronicle, expla- 
natory of the Words An Aſſociation upon 
Legal and Conſtitutional Grounds,” being 
Part of the Second Reſolution of the Ge- 
neral Meeting, They who have attempted 


* This Letter being addreſſed “ To the Rev. Mr. 
Wyvill, at the York Tavern,” was read, in the hurry of 
Buſineſs, as an Official one, though intended by the Writer 
to be of the ſame private Nature with the former. 
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an Explanation of the Sentence, by turning 
over their Dictionaries for the meaning of 
the Word © Aflociation,”” have, in my 
humble Opinion, greatly miſtaken the Me- 
thod. The whole of the Sentence muſt go 
together. You have done it handſomely 
and with Judgement; for which Service 
the Public ſtand much indebted to you. 
L wiſh you the full Reward of your Zeal in 
a Cauſe that has already done you ſo much 
Credit, and am with great Truth, 


Tour very affectionate Servant, 
A. HUNT ER. 
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